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Abstract: By using the concept of perceptual region – an essential part of the identity of a 
region and a part of every person’s mental map – this paper demonstrates a way to 
examine the understudied transformation of (the identity of) a region and, specifically, its 
territorial shape (boundaries). This concept effectively fuses the “institutionalisation of 
regions” theory and the methodologies of behavioural geography. This case study of the 
perceptual regions of Bohemia and Moravia shows how and why these historical regions 
and their boundary/boundaries developed, after a significant deinstitutionalisation by 
splitting into smaller regions in an administrative reform. Many people now perceive the 
Bohemian-Moravian boundary according to the newly-emerged regional boundaries, 
which often ignore old (historical) boundaries. Thus, the territorial shape of Bohemia and 
Moravia is transformed, with the Vysočina Region emerging as one of the new regions to 
witness the most eroded consciousness concerning these historical regions and their 
boundaries. The impact of administrative reforms on the perception and thus also the 
transformation of regions and boundaries is obvious, but the results also suggest that the 
more radical the administrative changes (in terms of toponyms and boundary 
mismatches), the fuzzier the collective perceptions of historical boundaries become, as 
well as peoples’ consciousness of historical regions. 
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Abstract: A recent “shift” in flood risk management research is associated with putting 
more emphasis on private mitigation and protection measures, and on shared 
responsibility. Based on case study research in the South Bohemian municipalities (Czech 
Republic) endangered by floods, this paper reports floods-related attitudes and actions of 
local inhabitants. A total of 305 respondents participated in a survey; responses and 
additional commentaries were examined through qualitative content analysis. Results 
show that though most of the local residents are aware of the constant threat, a minority 
of them take up any mitigation measures or have some strategy to handle a flood. Several 
cognitive biases and non-protective responses, the lack of interest and personal 
responsibility, perceived costs, as well as the prevailing low perceived importance of 
floods for the local quality of life, hamper improvements in general preparedness. From 
the viewpoint of Protection Motivation Theory, neither the locals’ threat appraisal nor 
their coping appraisal is high enough to sufficiently incentivise them to adopt private 
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mitigation strategies and measures. Flood information seem to be at hand for local 
residents, who are, however, mostly not interested in using them. Perceived obscurities 
in handling the financial resources contribute to the prevailing unwillingness to 
participate financially in flood protection. Differences in perceptions and actions are 
associated with respondents’ individual characteristics (age, gender, level of education, 
previous experience with floods). Based on our findings, we discuss several relevant 
policy implications.  
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Abstract: Population ageing in the EU28 is an important twenty-first century 
phenomenon, affecting virtually every aspect of life in these countries. The results of the 
latest EUROPOP2018 population forecast indicate that the rate of ageing is accelerating. 
The aim of this paper is to analyse the current level of population ageing in the EU28, 
identify spatial differences, and point to likely trends by the middle of this century. For 
these purposes, we have used a combination of conventional chronological indicators of 
population ageing and a set of new indicators based on prospective age that allows for a 
more comprehensive and realistic view of population ageing. We use multivariate 
statistical methods (factor and cluster analysis) to identify groups of countries with 
similar population ageing characteristics, using both a retrospective and prospective 
approach. We decompose changes in selected ageing indicators into the separate effects 
of changes in the population composition (children under 15, working-age population, 
elderly). We then identify the effect of major demographic factors (migration, mortality, 
cohort turnover) for the set of EU28 countries 
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Abstract: For several decades, second homes have gained popularity across Europe. For 
various socio-economic reasons, it is important to understand the factors prompting 
owners to migrate to the destination area or preventing them from doing so. Discussions 
about “home” and “migration” here consider the emerging explanatory opportunities 
brought about by the “new mobility paradigm”. The purpose of this work is to examine 
whether second-home owners are prone to switch their housing pattern, hence 
permanently move to their second home, or to maintain the status quo, following a more 
flexible lifestyle by using both homes. An empirical investigation aimed at identifying the 
key factors fostering second-home owners’ intentions of future relocation to a holiday 
destination are examined. Individual observations were collected through a survey 
posted to second-home owners in the Lake Maggiore region (Southern Switzerland). 
Results show that most of the second-home owners are happy to continue their current 
flexible housing patterns and enjoy the best of both homes, rather than opting for 
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permanent relocation. This study also demonstrates the importance of the owner’s socio-
demographic and psychological traits, as well as objective and subjective host-community 
characteristics, in explaining individuals’ future housing intentions. 
Article history: Received 25 April 2020, Accepted 20 July 2020, Published 30 
September 2020 
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Abstract: Two interconnected questions are addressed in this paper: (i) why urban 
agriculture (UA) and food-related initiatives take usually years to materialise in 
Portugal; and (ii) why resilient initiatives do not scale up and shift from practices to 
local food policies. We argue that existing initiatives are viewed as single events and 
therefore garner quite limited long-term political commitment and support. Based on 
interviews with food champions and a literature review, four Portuguese UA initiatives 
are analysed and these highlight the constraints that hinder their scaling-up. We 
conclude that drivers to lead to scaling-up are a combination of factors, with an enabling 
environment the most relevant one. On the other hand, constraints are related to limited 
democratic governance and poor policies, insufficient funding and weak participatory 
processes. Such findings are quite in line with existing literature. The limited integration 
of Portugal within the international UA and food debates might partially explain why UA 
is still struggling to find its proper place in Portuguese cities and their peripheries. 
Raising awareness among decision makers is critical to scaling-up UA initiatives and 
turning them an integral component of local food systems. A national observatory able 
to gather relevant data and produce knowledge, assess and monitor on-going initiatives 
may be the key step to gather different stakeholders together, that can then better 
advocate and then lead to higher political support, not only in Portugal but in any 
country where UA and food issues are emerging. 
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